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 The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO), established in 1958, symbol-

izes the synergy of science, technology, and national security. Its motto, ÔÙĦ× ÖȕÙɰ θÛáɟÑÖn 
(strength originates from science), reflects its mission to empower India through cutting-edge 

defence solutions. With over 50 laboratories across the country, DRDO has consistently excelled 

in developing indigenous technologies that fortify the nation. 

 DRDOôs groundbreaking achievements in missile technology are a testament to its legacy. 

The Integrated Guided Missile Development Program (IGMDP) produced iconic systems like 

the Prithvi, Agni, Akash, and Nag missiles, along with state-of-the-art RADARs, exemplifying 

Indiaôs self-reliance. Recent government press releases highlight advancements such as the Agni

-Prime missile, Autonomous Underwater Vehicles (AUVs) for naval operations, Unmanned 

Combat Aerial Vehicles (UCAVs), and significant progress in hypersonic weapons, quantum 

technology, and artificial intelligenceðinnovations reshaping modern defence. 

 For aspiring engineers, DRDO offers more than just a careerðit provides an unparalleled op-

portunity to serve the nation. Entry into DRDOôs Defence Research & Development Service (DRDS) is highly competitive, 

demanding a strong academic foundation in engineering or science. Aspiring scientists are encouraged to prepare through fo-

cused study, active participation in interdisciplinary projects, and research that pushes the boundaries of innovation. 

 A career at DRDO is as rewarding as it is challenging. Scientists are empowered to pursue 

original ideas, collaborate with multidisciplinary teams, and work closely with the armed forces to develop solutions tailored 

to operational needs. DRDO fosters a free and supportive environment, encouraging higher education, professional growth, 

and the pursuit of excellence. Unlike corporate roles focused on profits, DRDO scientists serve the nation directly, ensuring 

Indiaôs strategic autonomy. 

 The interdisciplinary nature of DRDOôs work underscores the importance of teamwork, inte-

grating expertise across fields like electronics, materials science, and artificial intelligence. With freedom and authority comes 

the responsibility to deliver technologies that rival those of developed nations. 

 Joining DRDO is more than a professional aspiration; it is a call to push boundaries, serve the 

nation, and contribute to Indiaôs self-reliance and security. As a public service funded by public resources, it demands honesty, 

courage of conviction, strong character, and an unwavering commitment to ethical principles. 
 

Rajendra Kumar Kale 

Former DRDO Scientist 
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Information Technology Department 

  Faculty and Studentôs Achievements 

¶ Mrs. Rohini Pise was awarded the degree of Doctor of Philosophy (Ph D) in        

December 2024.  

¶  Mr. Hemant Bhalekar has been appointed as the Secretary of the Maratha Kranti 

Swarajya Community.  

¶  Dr. Rajesh Phursule received a grant of 1.42 lakh from PCERF for a Smart Hel-

met designed for the construction industry in January 2025. 

¶  Rakshit Jain received the Outstanding Student Volunteer Award from the IEEE In-

dia Council.  

¶ Disha Kamalaskar, a third-year B. Tech student, received the IEEE Outstanding 

Student Volunteer Award at the Pune Section in 2024.  

Workshops conducted at Department 

The Department of Information Technology conducted an ñInternet of Thingsò workshop under the guidance of Dr. Jayashree Katti, Head of the 

Department; Mrs. Tanuja Patankar, SDW In-Charge; and Mrs. Shradha Tawade, Information Technology Student Association In-Charge, exclu-

sively for SY IT students. We were privileged to have a distinguished expert in this field, Mr. Shreyash Wetal, an esteemed alumnus from the 

2024 batch, to lead us on this fascinating journey into the world of IoT.  

Mr. Wetal, who will be pursuing a Masterôs degree in Computer Science at the University of Sydney, has previously worked as a Generative AI 

Prompt Engineer at NVIDIA, a global leader in technology innovation.  

The first day of the workshop was conducted online, where Mr. Wetal guided the students through the basics of IoT. He explained the different 

components, types, and functionalities of Arduino, Raspberry Pi, and Node MCU. He also discussed the differences between Arduino and Rasp-

berry Pi, highlighting their various applications. The workshop included insights into how IoT has become a necessary today, which helped 

enlighten students about its practical use cases.  

The second day featured a hands-on workshop divided into two sessions, accommodating two batches of approximately 40 students each, totaling 

160 overall.  

The Department of Information Technology, under the IEEE Pune Section SIGHT initiative, has conducted humanitarian activities such as expert sessions on 

healthcare and other related areas, and organized the event ñNavigating the Change,ò which aimed to empower women through menopause. This event was held 

under the guidance of Dr. Jayashree Katti, HoD, and Mrs. Tanuja Patankar, SDW in charge. Dr. Sadhana Salunkhe, M.D. D.G.O. Gynaecologist, the Guest 

Speaker, enlightened the audience by providing valuable insights into menopause to foster awareness and understanding of this significant phase of life by address-

ing the physical, emotional, and social implications of this transitional phase in a womanôs life, which is often overlooked due to lack of advocacy. 

An informative session on ñGRE preparation- an entrance exam for higher stud-
iesò was organized by Mrs. Radha Deoghare and conducted by one of the alumni 
Mr. Yash Tembhurnikar where he shared his experience of qualifying for the 
GRE EXAM. S.Y. B. Tech and T. Y. B. Tech students interacted with him and 
shared valuable insights. 
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Electronics and Telecommunication Department 

Faculty Achievement 

1. On behalf of the Pune Construction Engineering Research Foundation (PCERF), Dr. 

Manish Narkhede, Dr. Dhirajkumar Lal, Dr. Rajesh Phursule, Dr. Vinay Rangari, and 

Dr. Suresh Nama  have been awarded a prestigious research grant from PCERF! 

2. Dr Rajani P K received the Women in Engineering of the Year Award 2024 by the 

IEEE Pune Section.   

3. Mr. Pramod Sonawane has achieved a remarkable milestone for his PhD project, ti-

tled "Development of Reliability Analysis Model and Drone-based Intelligent Fault Di-

agnosis System for Solar Photovoltaic Plant", as one of the six outstanding projects to 

enter the final round (Engineering and Technology category, Post PG Level) in the 

prestigious 17th Maharashtra State Inter-University Research Convention, Aavishkar 

2024-25, held at Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Technological University, Lonere, Raigad, 

from 12th January to 15th January 2025. 

*Three Final Year B. Tech Students of E& TC Department* 

 

*Anurag Biradar* 

*Harshal Chavhan* 

*Nikita Savale* 

 

have been placed in core company *einfochips- An arrow company Pune location* as an 

*Associate Engineer with ASIC profile*. 

Studentôs Achievement 

Studentôs Corner 

Student participated in óSwartarang 2025ô.Some of the glimpses of it: 



  

4  

1. The Department of Civil Engineering and WASH Synergetic Alliance organized a training program on ñSustainable Sanitation & Water Man-

agement on 3rd and 4th January 2025. Dr. Sandip T. Mali coordinated this event.   

2. Dr. Dhiraj Kumar Lal, Dr. Vinay Rangari, and Dr. Suresh Nama, Civil Engineering Department have been awarded a prestigious research 

grant from PCERF.  This remarkable achievement reflects each team member's hard work, dedication, and passion for this project. This grant is 

set to push the boundaries of innovation and will significantly impact environmental sustainability and health & safety in the industry on 19th 

January 2025.  

3. Dr. Rahul Chaudhari is recognized as PhD guide of SPPU and PCCoE Civil Research Centre.  

4. Dr. Rahul Chaudhari as Mentor of Ms. Pradnya Pradhan, PG Civil Construction Management Student received The Padmashree B.G. Shirke 

Vidyarthi Award by Pune Construction Engineering Research Foundation (PCERF). She secured First Position in the Dissertation Cate-

gory. This includes a cash prize of 25000/-, a trophy, a certificate, and an opportunity to present work to construction industry professionals. Title 

of the project: ñDevelopment of Construction Equipment Monitoring Device.ò 

5. Dr. Sandip T. Mali mentored F.Y. M. Tech Construction Management Students to organize a Baby Conference on the topic óBuilding with 

Purpose: Sustainable Materials and Civil Engineering Innovationsô on 6th December 2024, 14 students participated and organized this baby con-

ference. 

6. Dr. Sandip T. Mali, attended Two days National Symposium on Circular Economy: Enabling Technologies, Policies, and Practices at IIT 

Bombay on 9th and 10th December 2024 organized by the Environmental Science and Engineering Department Indian Institute of Technology 

(IIT) Bombay.   

7. E-waste collection drive and handover to recycler on 8th January 2025: Final Year B Tech and SY B Tech open elective registered students 

participated in the E-waste collection drive. Itôs an ongoing commitment to environmental sustainability and responsible waste management ini-

tiative by disposing of collected e-waste in an environmentally friendly manner. Students have also estimated the quantity of e-waste collected 

and the market value of the precious metals and other materials recovered from the e-waste. E-waste Collected by Students: 159 Kgs. Ms. 

Anushree Chandragade coordinated this event.  

8. Ms. Anushree Chandragade, attended Two days National Symposium on Circular Economy: Enabling Technologies, Policies, and Practices at 

IIT Bombay on 9th and 10th December 2024 organized by the Environmental Science and Engineering Department Indian Institute of Technology 

(IIT) Bombay.  

 

 

Civil Engineering Department 

Technical Events Attended and Organized 

Faculty Publication Details 

Sr. 

No.

  

Faculty/ Author   Paper Title  
Name of Journal/

Conference 

Publication 

Type 

Indexing (Q1/

Q2/Q3/Q4) 

DOI/Link  

1 
Dr. Shailendra Pandurang 

Banne 

Effect of Guar Gum Content on 

the Mechanical Properties of Lat-

erite Soil for Subgrade Soil Ap-

plication 

Polymers - MDPI 
Scopus Journal 

Q1 

https://

www.mdpi.com/2073-

4360/16/15/2202 

2 
Mr. Tanmay Khambekar 

and Dr. Sandip Mali 

Estimation of Methane Emission 

from landfill and quantification of 

its energy generation potential  

Environment and Ecol-

ogy Research 

(Horizon) 

Scopus Journal 

Q3 

https://www.hrpub.org/

journals/

article_info.php?

aid=14500 

3 Dr. Pankaj R. Mali  

Performance evaluation of bam-

boo species for structural applica-

tions using TOPSIS and VIKOR: 

A comparative study 

Construction and 

Building Materials 

(Elsevier) 

Scopus Journal 

Q1 

https://

www.sciencedirect.com/

science/article/abs/pii/

S0950061824034494 

4 
Mrs. Shilpa Motegaon-

kar  

Climate Change Effects on Spati-

otemporal Distribution of Precipi-

tation over West Central India: A 

Statistical Downscaling Approach 

Environment Research, 

Engineering and Man-

agement 

Scopus Journal 

Q3 

https://erem.ktu.lt/

index.php/erem/article/

view/35146 

5 Dr. Rahul Chaudhari  

Assessment of Bitumen Paver 

and HMP Efficiency for a Road 

Project 

Panamerican Mathe-

matical Journal 

Scopus Journal 

Q4 

https://

internationalpubls.com/

index.php/pmj/article/

view/1783 

6 Dr. Rahul Chaudhari  

Navigating Escalation Patterns in 

Road Construction Projects in 

Maharashtra 

Panamerican Mathe-

matical Journal 

Scopus Journal 

Q4 

https://

internationalpubls.com/

index.php/pmj/article/

view/2027 

7 Mr. Swapnil Kurhade 

Predicting compressive strength 

of geopolymer concrete using 

machine learning models 

Innovative Infrastruc-

ture Solutions 

(Springer) 

Scopus Journal 

Q2 

https://link.springer.com/

article/10.1007/s41062-

024-01832-

8#:~:text=The%

20developed%

20machine%

20learning%

20models,practical%

20application%20in%

20structural%

20engineering. 
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Civil Engineering Department 

Studentôs Achievements  

Final Year B Tech Civil, Ms. Pradnya Bharat Agale 

received the Best Poster Presentation award at Insti-

tute of Engineers (IoE) Pune local chapter organized 

seminar on ' Circular Economy for sustainable goals 

on 24th January 2025.  

PCCOE Civil students (21) (UG ï FY B Tech Civil to 

PG -SY M Tech CM) and faculty (3) got an opportu-

nity to organized and attend the All India Seminar on 

"Circular Economy for Sustainable Development" at 

the Institution of Engineers, India, Pune local center on 

24/01/2025.  

Final Year B. Tech. & M. Tech students participated for 

Funding Proposal Evaluation under R_&_D Cell Civil 

for B. Tech. & M. Tech. projects. Final Year B-Tech 

Projects:07; S.Y. M Tech Projects:03 

Dr. Pankaj Mali and Dr. R.S Chaudhari conducted this 

activity. 

Mock Test - 01 given by students of SPARDHA M.E.S. SURVEYING | 20 MARKS. Total 15 students from SY 

and TY 03 students from FY M Tech appeared for mock test for Survey course of "Saral seva exam"  

E-waste collection drive and handover to M/s. Electrofine Re-

cyclers Pvt. Ltd. Pune recycler on 8
th

 January 2025. Total 159 

kgs e-waste was collected and handover to recyclers  

Baby Conference on the topic óBuilding With Purpose: Sustainable Materials and Civil Engineering Innovationsô on 6th December 2024  

Dr. Sandip T. Mali, coordinated óCIRCULAR ECONOMY FOR 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENTô with The Institution of Engi-

neers (I) Pune Local Centre on 24th January 2025 at Abhiyanta Bha-

van, The Institution of Engineers (I) Pune Local Centre 1 JM Road 

WASH Synergetic Alliance and the Department of Civil Engineering 

organized a training program on ñSustainable Sanitation & Water Man-

agement  
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Civil Engineering Department 

32 Students of TY Civil visited, Khadakwasla Jackwell, Water 

Treatment Plant (Vadgaon), Elevated Service Reservoir (Next to 

Pune Okayama Friendship Garden), Erandwane Sewage Treat-

ment Plant and Decentralised Wastewater Treatment Plant (COEP 

Technology University) during WASH Synergetic Alliance in as-

sociation with the Department of Civil Engineering event  

Dr. Sandip T. Mali participated , Pavana Jalmaitri Abhiyan organized by 

Jaldindi Pratishthan to create awareness about river cleaning of Pavana, 

PCCoE was part of this initiative on 21st December 2024  

Studentôs Corner 



  

7  

Mechanical Engineering Department 

Studentôs Corner 

Mr. Vishwajit Patil, Mr. Ramesh Ra-

thod, Mr. Shreyash Venturlekar, and 

Mr. Vishwanath Swami, final-year B. 

Tech Mechanical students, along with 

Mr. Nilesh V. Gaikwad and Dr. Nar-

endra R. Deore, have been awarded a 

research grant of 50,000 under the 

SRPG UG scheme, sponsored by 

ISHRAE.  

Performance Analysis of 

Photovoltaic Solar Cells 

with Back Side Passive 

Cooling Under Controlled 

Uniform Radiation Heat 

Sourceò, This research, con-

ducted by Gajanan Shravan 

Datar and Chandrakishor L. 

Ladekar, was presented at the 

first International Conference 

on ñAdvances in Energy and 

Environmental Engineering 

2024,ò held on December 17-

18, 2024, Innovation Centre, 

Pune.  

Dr. N. A. Mandhare pub-

lished a research article ti-

tled " Computational 

Analysis and Experimen-

tal Investigation of the 

Performance of an Evacu-

ated Tube Solar Air 

Heater Incorporating 

Therminol -55 as a Ther-

mal Energy Storage Me-

dium" in Heat Transfer 

Faculty Achievements 

Dr. Jayesh Chordiya and Dr. Padmakar Deshmukh published a re-

search article titled " Numerical Study on the Effect of Trapezoidal-

Wave Shaped Partition on Natural Convection Flow Within a Po-

rous Enclosure", in Journal of Heat Transfer (Wiley), indexed in 

Scopus and ESCI  

Dr. N. A. Mandhare published a paper titled "Computational Investi-

gation of Explosion Avoidance System of Multi-Tier Li -ion Battery 

Pack" in the International Journal on Interactive Design and Manu-

facturing (IJIDeM) , indexed in Scopus and ESCI. 

Title: Reliability of Solar PV 

System 

Author: Mrs. Rita Pimpalkar 

Copyright Registration Num-

ber: L-158159/2024  

Dr. Jayesh Chordiya delivered an insightful session on "Thermal Con-

vection Effect in a Fluid-Saturated Porous Enclosure Embedded with an 

Impermeable Rectangular Fluid Block" at the Mechanical Engineering 

International Conference 1.0 (MEICON 1.0), hosted by OP Jindal Uni-

versity.  

Title: Improved Graphene Produc-

tion Using Probe Ultrasonication 

to Assist in the Electrochemical 

Exfoliation of Graphite 

Authors: Dr. Ajay Pingale and Dr. 

Govind Waghmare 

Copyright Registration Number: L

-158418/2024  

Dr. Jayesh Chordiya delivered an insightful session on "Thermal Con-

vection Effect in a Fluid-Saturated Porous Enclosure Embedded with an 

Impermeable Rectangular Fluid Block" at the Mechanical Engineering 

International Conference 1.0 (MEICON 1.0), hosted by OP Jindal Uni-

versity.  

Dr. Jayesh Chordiya and Dr. Up-

endra Maurya will conduct the 

AICTE-QIP-PG Certificate Pro-

gramme on Machine Learning at 

IIIT Surat, scheduled from 30th 

June 2024 to 20th December 

2024. 

Mrs. Shweta Patil and Dr. P.R. 

Kale delivered an insightful 

session in AICTE sponsored 

ATAL FDP arranged by Pim-

pri Chinchwad College of En-

gineering, Pune from 23rd De-

cember 2024 to 28th December 
2024  

Studentôs Activity 
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Computer Engineering Department   

Events / Seminars 

On 28th December 2024, the Department of Computer Engineering hosted Tech Frontiers in 

collaboration with the PCCOE ACM-W Student Chapter. This event that highlighted the innova-

tive research and projects of M Tech students. The event provided a platform for students to pre-

sent their cutting-edge work while encouraging meaningful discussions and knowledge-sharing 

between students and faculty members. It fostered an environment of creativity and collabora-

tion, inspiring students to push their researchôs boundaries and continue their innovation journey. 

Faculty membersô participation added immense value, offering constructive feedback and moti-

vating students to explore new frontiers in their academic endeavours. 

The event also served as an excellent opportunity for networking, with students gaining valuable 

insights from faculty and peers that will undoubtedly shape their future research paths. It was an 

inspiring day that underscored the importance of innovation in academic research and set the 

stage for even more significant achievements in the future. 

The team has proudly won the Smart India Hackathon (SIH) at IIT Gandhinagar, marking a 

historic achievement as the first team from the college to secure a victory in the software domain. 

This victory is a testament to the hard work, creativity, and determination that went into the pro-

ject. The competition was fierce, with talented teams from across the country, but the team re-

mained focused and committed to perfecting their solution, overcoming various obstacles along 

the way. This journey has been an incredible learning experience, teaching them the true meaning 

of perseverance, the power of collaboration, and how to tackle complex problems with innovative 

solutions. Special thanks are due to the mentors for their invaluable guidance, technical insights, 

and continuous encouragement, which kept the team motivated, especially during the most chal-

lenging moments. The team also extends heartfelt gratitude to the professors, friends, and families 

for their unwavering support, which inspired them to keep pushing forward. This victory reflects 

the teamôs hard work and highlights the incredible support system that helped them get here. 

Their achievement is a source of pride for the college, and they are excited for the future and the 

opportunities this accomplishment will bring. 

Naveen Hugar has achieved an extraordinary milestone by joining the Indian Air Force as a Pilot 

after successfully clearing the prestigious UPSC-CDS examination. This accomplishment is a  

testament to his hard work, determination, and unwavering commitment to his dreams. The UPSC

-CDS exam, known for its rigorous selection process, challenges candidates mentally, physically 

and intellectually. By clearing this challenging exam, Naveen has demonstrated his exceptional 

abilities and readiness to serve the nation. This achievement is a personal victory for Naveen and 

a moment of immense pride for the entire institution. His journey is a powerful reminder that no 

dream is too big and no goal is out of reach when one remains focused and dedicated. Naveenôs 

success is an inspiring example for future aspirants, showing that with perseverance and passion, 

anything is possible. As Naveen embarks on his journey with the Indian Air Force, his achieve-

ment sets a high standard for others, encouraging them to aim higher and pursue their goals with 

determination. His success also reflects the values of discipline, courage, and dedication the insti-

tution instils in its students. We wish Naveen the best in his future endeavours and are confident 

that he will continue to soar to new heights in both his career and life. 

A huge congratulations on being recognized as an NPTEL Discipline Star! This remarkable achievement 

truly reflects of your hard work, dedication, and exceptional performance in Computer Science and Engi-

neering. Completing over 50 weeks of rigorous learning while consistently scoring high in each subject is 

no easy feat. Your perseverance and commitment to excellence have earned you this prestigious recogni-

tion from NPTEL and IIT Madras. This milestone speaks volumes about your determination and the effort 

to enhance your knowledge and skills continuously. Your accomplishments are not just impressiveðthey 

inspire others, proving that with focus and dedication, success is always within reach. 

This recognition is more than just a certificateðit opens up opportunities for your future academic and 

professional endeavours. Your journey is a powerful example of how consistent effort leads to outstanding 

results, and the discipline you've shown will undoubtedly be the foundation for even more impressive 

achievements ahead. While this recognition is a significant milestone, it is just the beginning of many 

more successes. We are incredibly proud of all you've achieved so far and confident that you will reach 

even greater heights in your studies and career. 

 

Studentôs Achievement  

Ayush Patil has been selected as a GeeksforGeeks (GFG) Campus Ambassador, a remarkable achievement highlighting his dedication, leadership, 

and passion for computer science. In this role, Ayush will bridge academic learning with real-world industry practices, fostering a coding culture 

among his peers and opening up valuable opportunities for students to engage with the tech world. His selection is a testament to his hard work and 

potential to contribute to the future of technology and education. This milestone not only underscores Ayush's exceptional talent but also reflects the 

high calibre of students at PCCOE. His success is an inspiring example of what can be achieved through passion, persistence, and commitment to ex-

cellence, and we look forward to seeing the impact he will have on his peers and the broader tech community. 
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Computer Engineering Department   

ŘŻŐƈ 

As our nation celebrates 25 years of Kargil Vijay , Gaurav Jagtap has taken the initiative to contribute to this monumental occasion by bringing un-

told stories of our heroes to light. Through his dedication, Gaurav is providing an essential platform for these heroic stories to be shared, helping pre-

serve the legacy of our soldiers and their immense contributions to the nation. His efforts reflect a deep respect for the sacrifices made by those who 

fought for our freedom. 

14 May 1999, 2:30 p.m. 

Somewhere near Bajrang Post, Kaksar, Kargil 

The freezing wind tore through Capt. Saurabh Kalia as he led his patrol to Bajrang Post. At 22 years old, being a Himachali, he was no stranger to 

harsh conditions, but the biting cold seemed unbearable even to him. The climb from 99 Top had been gruelling, the frozen nallah deceptively treach-

erous. Despite the frost numbing his body, his thoughts drifted home to Palampur, where blue skies, green tea gardens, and his family awaited. He 

thought of his parents and younger brother Vaibhav, whose jovial spirit always warmed him. Ahead, Bajrang Post loomed at 17,450 feet, abandoned 

during the winter months as per mutual agreement between India and Pakistan. But unknown to Capt. Kalia, the enemy, had violated this trust and 

occupied the post. As he advanced, the enemyôs eyes were on him, and at 2:30 p.m., lost radio contact with his men. It was the beginning of a harrow-

ing chapter in Indiaôs history. 

 

23 December 2023 

Gaggal airport, 

Kangra, Himachal Pradesh 

The ATR-72ôs engines whirred to a halt as passengers bundled up against the 5-degree chill. The stunning snow-clad Dhauladhar range captivated 

them, but my thoughts were elsewhere. I was en route to Palampur to meet Dr. Narinder K. Kalia, father of the late Capt. Saurabh Kalia. For 24 years, 

Dr. Kalia had been fighting tirelessly for justice for his son and five comrades who were captured, tortured, and killed by Pakistan during the Kargil 

conflict. As I journeyed through Palampur, locals directed me to the Kalia residence with warmth and respect.ñBeta, Palampur mein kisi se bhi puch 

lena, humare ghar ka rasta bata denge,ò Dr. Kalia had said. The path led past emerald tea gardens and vibrant homes until I reached the house marked 

by an upside-down rifle and helmetða tribute to fallen soldiers. The dates ó29 June 1976 to 9 June 1999ô beneath Capt. Kaliaôs name was a solemn 

reminder of a life cut short in its prime. Dr. Kalia greeted me with a smile, his quiet dignity juxtaposed with the immense pain he carried. I touched 

his and Mrs. Kaliaôs feet, overwhelmed by their resilience. The familyôs warmth dissolved my sadness as they welcomed me into their world. Over 

breakfast on the terrace, with the mountains as our backdrop, they recounted Saurabhôs life: his childhood as ñNaughty,ò his dreams of becoming an 

officer, and his journey to the Indian Army. Vaibhav joined us, sharing anecdotes about his elder brother. He chuckled recalling how Saurabh, a late 

riser, received an alarm clock from their mother when he joined the Indian Military Academy.ñTu toh subah uthta hi nahi hai beta; tere upar toh woh 

roz boot wale ladke daudayenge,ò she had worried. Saurabhôs transformation from a quiet boy to a disciplined officer was evident in the their shared-

stories. Despite initial aspirations to become a doctor, Saurabhôs admiration for the Armyôs discipline and valour led him to clear the Combined De-

fence Services (CDS) exam. After graduating from C.S.K. Himachal Pradesh Agriculture University, he joined the IMA in August 1997. At his pass-

ing-out parade in December 1998, he had proudly told his parents, ñToday, I am proud to be in 4 Jat. One day 4 Jat shall be proud of me.ò Tragically, 

his first salary came too lateðafter his martyrdom. 

 

The Capture and Aftermath 
 Saurabhôs last phone call to his family was on 30th April 1999, wishing Vaibhav a happy birthday and assuring them heôd return home for his birth-

day in June. But by early May, he and his patrol went missing. On 9 June, their mutilated bodies were returned. Post-mortem reports revealed un-

speakable torture: eyes gouged, eardrums pierced with hot rods, bones broken, and private parts severed. These injuries inflicted by ante mortem, 

painted a grim picture of their 22 days in captivity. General V.P. Malik described it as a ñcivilizational crime,ò while Jaswant Singh, then External 

Affairs Minister, expressed horror at the barbarity. Yet, despite efforts by Dr. Kalia to highlight these war crimes, justice remained elusive. 

 

 Saurabh Smriti Kaksh 

 Before leaving, I visited Saurabh Smriti Kaksh, a room preserving his memory. Among its treasures were his uniforms, boots, voter ID, an 

Aishwarya Rai poster, and a black trunk. The room also honored Capt. Amit Bhardwaj, who had died searching for Saurabh. As I left Palampur, the 

Kaliasô quiet resolve stayed with me. Dr. Kaliaôs unwavering fight for justice is a testament to the strength of a parentôs love and a soldierôs sacrifice. 

Capt. Saurabh Kaliaôs story is a poignant reminder of Youthôs potentialða life-given meaning in service to the nation. The words of a Granthi at a 

Pune Gurudwara echoed in my heart: ñYouth is a gift of God. Itôs up to you whether you let it wither or give it meaning.ò Capt. Saurabh Kalia epito-

mized this ethos, inspiring generations to honour the sacrifices of those who protect our freedom. 
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Activity Conducted under ISR Cell at MCA Department 

The MCA Department of PCCOE, under the aegis of the ISR Cell, organized an inter-

active session titled "Troubleshooting Common Computer Problems" on 23rd Novem-

ber 2024 at the Atal Tinkering Lab, Jnana Prabodhini Navanagar Vidyalaya, Nigdi. 

The session, aimed at empowering participants with essential skills to diagnose and re-

solve common computer issues independently, was explicitly designed for students of 

classes 8 and 9. 14 students and one faculty member actively participated in the event, 

making the session a valuable and practical learning experience for the young atten-

dees.  

Workshop Conducted by MACASA Cell 

MCA Student Association (MCASA) organized expert sessions on ñResearch Method-

ology and Probability Distributionò for students and faculties. The sessions were con-

ducted online via Google Meet, and the event was coordinated by Prof. Prakash Ukhal-

kar, Prof. Suchita Borkar, and HOD Dr. Ashvini Ladekar. The sessions were designed 

to empower participants with essential research and knowledge of statistical concepts. 

Around 65 students, including faculty, attended the sessions. 

A FY MCA Student won First prize in Crescendo (ISB&M, Pune)  

 

Abhishek Dadhel, FY MCA Student, has won the First Prize in the Short Film competi-

tion at the Crescendo event held at ISB&M College, Pune. His creative brilliance shone 

through, earning him top honors. His exceptional talent and passion for the arts have set 

him apart in the event.  

We look forward to more accolades as he continues to make his mark in the performing 

arts.  

Trek to Ghorawadeshar Dongar by MCASA Cell 

 

The Department of MCA organized an exhilarating trek to Ghorawadeshar Dongar on 

7th December 2024 for First-Year MCA students as part of the MCA Student Associa-

tion (MCASA) activities, coordinated by HOD Dr. Ashvini Ladekar and Mr. Prakash 

Ukhalkar. The trek, which saw 40 students and three faculty members participate, 

aimed to promote teamwork, physical fitness, and informal interaction between stu-

dents and faculty. The event provided a refreshing break from academics, fostering ca-

maraderie and team spirit while encouraging outdoor exploration. The memorable ex-

perience left participants rejuvenated and motivated, marking a successful addition to 

the department's activity calendar.  


